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WHAT CAN BE DONE TO TAKE CHARACTER EDUCATION FROM WORDS TO ACTION


In order to be effective, a school’s character education initiative needs to include a number of essential elements.  Given the list below, I believe Individually, each is good--collectively, they form a powerful bond that can transform the culture of a school.��COMMITMENT: Character education is a part of the school’s philosophy, goal, or mission statement.  Key administrators must be cognizant of the framework of character education and the strategies that can be used to create a process that moves from words to action.��SHARED BELIEFS AND CONSENSUS VALUES: Teachers must agree on which character traits to emphasize and what definitions to use. Once the traits are defined, they should be highly visible throughout the school. ��INTEGRATED CURRICULUM: Character education is an integral part of the curriculum at all grade levels. The pillars of character are connected to classroom lessons so students see how a trait might figure into a story, be part of a science experiment, or how it might affect them. Character education is not one more thing to add to a full plate - character education is the plate.��EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING: Students are given many opportunities to experience the pillars, see them in action, and feel them rather than just talk about them. Community based projects or service learning experiences are encouraged by the school. ��EVALUATION:  The character education initiative - including the implementation process, program activities, and impact on students - is evaluated on a regular basis. Evaluation data are used to improve the program.  ��MODELING: Young people may not always listen to what we say, but they do believe what we do. They "learn what they live" so it is important that all adults who interact with young people demonstrate positive character traits at home, school and in the community.��STUDENT INVOLVEMENT: Students are involved in age- appropriate activities and allowed to connect character education to their learning, decision-making, and personal goals as the process is integrated across the curriculum. 





CHARACTER IN THE NEWS


Potomac School Graduates Lauded for Strength of Character - Potomac School math teacher Thomas Harding still cringes at a moment when he was a ninth-grader and disparaged a teacher in order to ingratiate himself with popular students. “When we seek to be ‘cool,’ we act not according to what we truly believe but according to an image of coolness we imagine to be held by others,” he said. Harding, who gave the keynote address during commencement ceremonies at the school on June 13, implored the graduates to stay true to their values and not succumb to peer pressure in college. He quoted Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Be silly. Be honest. Be kind. Just be yourself. You’re great.”� HYPERLINK "http://www.sungazette.net/mclean-greatfalls-vienna-oakton/news/potomac-school-graduates-lauded-for-strength-of-character/article_9eb20414-b61b-11e1-a221-001a4bcf887a.html" ��http://www.sungazette.net/mclean-greatfalls-vienna-oakton/news/potomac-school-graduates-lauded-for-strength-of-character/article_9eb20414-b61b-11e1-a221-001a4bcf887a.html�





Character education is essential to a free society - Understood properly, comprehensive, effective character education is all about giving students (and all members of the school community) meaningful opportunities to practice freedom responsibly in a school culture that encourages, among other things, respect for the rights of others, shared decision-making, civic engagement, peer mediation and ethical use of the Internet. In short, a school committed to educating for character is a school that actually practices what it teaches in civics classes about the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. � HYPERLINK "http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765566594/Character-education-is-essential-to-a-free-society.html?pg=all" ��http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765566594/Character-education-is-essential-to-a-free-society.html?pg=all�





For more information or to plan a school in-service program, contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:gsmit@forcharacter.com" ��Gary Smit�

















FOR CHARACTER -  creating schools and communities of character  


An electronic newsletter to help make sure character counts!   		 �HYPERLINK "http://forcharacter.com/index.html"��For Character Web Site�
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT





Character education is not something we do to fix kids. Moreover, we can’t avoid teaching character because we lack the time or feel it is necessary to complete academic content.  In all it is we do, whether as a teacher or administrator, we teach values. The only question that remains is how intentional we are in directly teaching, enforcing, advocating or modeling the established core values for our school.





John Blumberg states: "We don't go running away from our values, we go drifting away. And one day we wake-up in a place we never meant to be... drifting in a direction we never would have chosen."  We as educators are subject to “mission drift”. If you’re not clear on your core values, how do you know if you’ve drifted? Everyone who works in a school must know the values that are its heart and soul.





As an educator, your adherence to those values must constantly be monitored. Daily decisions, economic challenges, tyranny of the urgent content can cause us to drift from our core. So, intentionally teach your school’s core values. Ensure that the students clearly understand how the values you are teaching are life skills that will enable them to be successful in the classroom and later in life. When making decisions, ask; does this fit with our core values? Or are we drifting from why we exist?





You see, I am convinced we can’t really avoid teaching character. As you think ahead to a new school year, commit yourself to making sure in all you do that character truly does count.





Gary Smit


IT'S THE BIGGEST CELEBRATION OF CHARACTER IN THE WORLD.





Every year, the U.S. President, U.S. Senate, state governors, and officials around the world proclaim the third week in October CHARACTER COUNTS! Week. (See the �HYPERLINK "http://charactercounts.org/programs/ccweek/ccweek-endorsers.php"��official endorsements�.) Last year 8 million kids in 60 countries participated. No matter what your political or religious affiliation, this event is about the universal values we share.   We provide the resources. You host the party. �HYPERLINK "http://charactercounts.org/forms/ccweek_registration.php?email_check=0"��Register here� for free lesson plans, Red Ribbon Week tie-in activities, and much more! Print and post �HYPERLINK "http://charactercounts.org/pdf/ccweek/ccweek-2012_flyer.pdf"��this flyer� to spread the word in your community.





QUOTATIONS


“To be what we are, and to become what we are capable of becoming, is the only end of life.”  - Robert Louis Stevenson


 


“Life is a series of problems. Do you want to moan about them or solve them?”  - M. Scott Peck


 


“If I were asked to give what I consider the single most useful bit of advise for all humanity it would be this: Expect trouble as an inevitable part of life and when it comes, hold your head high, look it squarely in the eye and say, “I will be bigger than you.  You cannot defeat me.”  - Ann Landers


 


"Good actions are the invisible hinges of the doors of heaven." -- Victor Hugo


 


"Society's demands for moral authority and character increase as the importance of the position increases." -- John Adams





A great discussion guide to using quotations with students can be found � HYPERLINK "http://forcharacter.com/quote_discussion.htm" ��here.�
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